
Operating the Behringer P16-HQ Personal Mixer 
This guide provides instructions for music team members to operate the Behringer P16-HQ Personal Mixer to create and manage 

personalized monitor mixes. 

 

Overview 
The Behringer P16-HQ is a 16-channel personal monitor mixer that allows musicians to customize their in-ear or headphone 

monitor mix using up to 16 mono or 8 stereo channels. Key features include volume control, panorama (panning)  adjustment, 

EQ with Bass, Mid, Frequency, and Treble controls, solo/mute functions, and preset saving. 

  

Operating the P16-HQ 
1. Understanding the Front Panel 

●​ Select Buttons (1–16): Select a channel to edit  

○​ Red LED indicates channel selection and green indicates signal presence. 

●​ Volume Knob: Adjusts the volume of the selected channel or group. 

●​ Panorama Knob: Adjusts the stereo position for mono channels or left-right balance for stereo channels. 

●​ EQ Knobs: Adjust bass, mid, frequency, and treble for the selected channel (detailed below). 

●​ Main Button: Accesses global settings for the entire mix (volume, EQ, balance). 

●​ Solo Button: Isolates the selected channel, muting others. 

●​ Mute Button: Silences the selected channel without changing settings. 

●​ Group Button: Combines multiple channels for unified control. 

●​ Link Button: Pairs adjacent channels for stereo operation. 

●​ Recall Button: Loads saved mix presets. 

●​ Store Button: Saves the current mix to a preset slot. 

●​ Output Knob: Controls the overall output level to headphones or monitors. 

●​ Limiter Knob: Sets a threshold to prevent loud transients from overloading outputs. 

●​ Ultranet LED: Indicates a valid Ultranet connection (steady green). 

  

2. Creating Your Monitor Mix 
1.​ Select and Adjust a Channel: 

○​ Press a Select Button (1–16) to choose a channel (e.g., vocal, drums). The Red LED lights up to show selection. 

■​ Note: the green LED indicates signal present. 

○​ Volume: Turn the Volume Knob to set the channel’s level. The LED meter above the knob indicates the volume 

setting. 

○​ Panorama (Panning): Use the Panorama Knob to position mono channels in the stereo field or adjust the balance 

for stereo pairs. 

2.​ Create Stereo Pairs: 

○​ To link two channels (e.g., for a stereo keyboard), press and hold the Link Button, then press a Select Button for 

an odd-numbered channel (e.g., 1). This links it with the next channel (e.g., 2) for stereo control. 

○​ Adjust volume, panorama, or EQ for the pair as a single unit. 

3.​ Create and Control Groups: 

○​ To group channels (e.g., all drums), press and hold the Group Button, select channels by pressing their Select 

Buttons, then release Group to save. 

○​ Adjust volume, panorama, or EQ for the group using the respective knobs. A channel can only belong to one 

group at a time. 

 

 



4.​ Fine-Tune the Main Mix: 

○​ Press the Main Button to adjust global settings. 

○​ Use the Volume Knob to set the overall mix level, the Panorama Knob for left-right balance, and the EQ Knobs for 

global bass, mid, frequency, and treble adjustments. 

○​ Return to channel editing by pressing a Select Button. 

5.​ Solo or Mute Channels: 

○​ Press the Solo Button to isolate the selected channel, muting all others for focused tweaking. 

○​ Press the Mute Button to silence the selected channel without altering its settings. 

6.​ Adjust EQ Settings: 

○​ The EQ section includes four knobs—Bass, Mid, Frequency (Freq), and Treble—allowing precise tonal shaping for 

the selected channel: 

■​ Bass Knob: Turn clockwise to boost low frequencies (e.g., for punchier kick drums or bass guitar), or 

counterclockwise to cut them for a tighter mix. The green LED indicates the level of adjustment. 

■​ Mid Knob: Adjusts mid-range frequency level to enhance or reduce the presence of vocals, guitars, or 

other mid-focused instruments. Turn clockwise to boost, counterclockwise to cut, with the LED showing 

the setting. 

■​ Frequency (Freq) Knob: Sets the center frequency for the Mid control, allowing you to target specific 

mid-range bands (e.g., 500 Hz for warmth or 2 kHz for clarity). The LED indicates the selected frequency. 

■​ Treble Knob: Turn clockwise to brighten the mix with higher frequencies (e.g., for crisp cymbals or 

vocals), or counterclockwise to reduce harshness. The green LED reflects the adjustment level. 

○​ Use these controls together to tailor the sound of each channel to your preference, compensating for in-ear 

monitor response or highlighting key elements in your mix. 

7.​ Set the Output and Limiter: 

○​ Slowly turn the Output Knob clockwise to set the overall level for headphones, in-ear monitors, or powered 

speakers. 

○​ Adjust the Limiter Knob (start fully clockwise, then reduce gradually) to prevent loud transients from overloading 

outputs. Ensure the limiter is not overly restrictive to avoid flattening dynamics. 

  

3. Saving and Recalling Mixes 
1.​ Save a Mix: 

○​ After creating your mix, press and hold the Store Button, then press a Select Button (1–16) to save the mix to one 

of 16 preset slots. 

○​ Presets store channel volumes, panorama, EQ, and group settings. 

2.​ Recall a Mix: 

○​ Press and hold the Recall Button, then press a Select Button (1–16) to load a saved preset. 

  
4. Tips for Effective Operation 

●​ Monitor Signal Levels: Check the dual LEDs on Select Buttons for signal presence and clipping. If LEDs flash red 

consistently, reduce channel or main volume to avoid distortion. 

●​ Label Channels: Use the label strip (if provided) to identify channels (e.g., “Vocal,” “Guitar”) for quick reference. 

●​ Practice Presets: Save presets for different songs or performance scenarios (e.g., loud vs. soft mixes). 

●​ Use EQ Strategically: Adjust Bass, Mid, Freq, and Treble to enhance key elements (e.g., boost Treble for vocals, cut Bass 

for clarity) without overloading the mix. 

●​ Use Solo Sparingly: Soloing mutes other channels, so use it briefly to avoid missing cues. 

●​ Protect Your Hearing: Start with the Output Knob low and increase gradually. Adjust the Limiter Knob to prevent sudden 

loud peaks. 

●​ Test During Soundcheck: Adjust your mix during rehearsal to ensure balance before the performance. 

  



5. Troubleshooting During Operation 
●​ No Sound in Headphones: 

○​ Ensure the Output Knob and channel volumes are turned up. 

○​ Verify headphones or in-ears are plugged into the 1/4" TRS Phones port (or Line Out for powered speakers). 

○​ Check the Ultranet LED (steady green indicates a valid connection). 

●​ Channel Missing: 

○​ Confirm the channel is not muted (press Mute to toggle). 

○​ Ask the audio engineer to verify the channel is routed via Ultranet from the console. 

●​ Mix Sounds Distorted: 

○​ Lower the Output Knob or channel volumes if LEDs flash red. 

○​ Ensure the Limiter Knob is not set too low, which can cause unwanted compression. 

●​ Unbalanced Mix: 

○​ Use Panorama and EQ adjustments to help rebalance, focusing on Bass, Mid, Freq, and Treble for each channel. 

 


